
REGINA — The bronze bust of Tommy 
Douglas that sits in the legislature 

rotunda bears an expression that — depend-
ing on one’s political persuasion — could be 
seen as either a warm and humorous smile or 
a self-righteous smirk.

With most scrums for some reason set up un-
der Douglas’ watchful gaze, it appears that look 
may be an irritant to some Sask. Party MLAs.

Douglas, the CCFer and “father of medi-
care” who served from 1944 to 1961 as the 
longest-serving premier of the province, is 
one of three men to have a bust in the rotunda.

The others are Liberal Walter Scott, the 
province’s first premier, and Progressive 
Conservative John Diefenbaker, who never 
managed to win a provincial seat, but is the 
only prime minister from Saskatchewan.

In the midst of a short-lived flap Thursday 
over a missing plaque honouring the election 
of the CCF, government house leader Dan 
D’Autremont indicated he personally would 
not mind some changes to the rotunda.

He noted that the pride of place positions 
of Scott and Diefenbaker are warranted from 
their nature as historical firsts.

“If we’re going to commemorate other 
premiers, then perhaps it would be appropriate 
to have busts of all the premiers or none of the 
premiers,” he said of Douglas.

(One NDP wag noted that sounded like 
socialism to him.)

Douglas may have some historical sig-
nificance, D’Autremont acknowledged, “but 
there are also some other premiers who have 
done significant things as well and they’re not 
commemorated with a bust.”

D’Autremont said he was not advocating 
the removal of the Douglas bust.

As for the former premier’s stare?
“I have learned to accept it,” he said with a 

laugh.
q q q

The Saskatchewan Party government hasn’t 
exactly been afraid of spending since it’s been 
in office, but a few of their key players who 
control the purse strings appear to keep a 
close eye on their own wallets.

Political party financial statements for 2009 
were released this week that name all donors 
over $250. Absent from the Sask. Party list 
were Finance Minister Rod Gantefoer and 
Energy and Resources Minister Bill Boyd, 
along with cabinet colleagues Bill Hutchinson 
and Nancy Heppner.

In total, eight Sask. Party MLAs appear not 
to have chipped in more than $250, including 
Joceline Schriemer, Nadine Wilson, Darryl 
Hickie and Serge LeClerc (now sitting as an 
independent).

Whether out of a tradition of solidarity or 
just greater need (the Sask. Party out-raised 

the NDP by nearly $600,000) Opposition 
MLAs had a slightly better turnout. Only 
three — Buckley Belanger, Sandra Morin and 
Danielle Chartier, who was only elected last 
September — didn’t appear on the donor’s list.
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As noted earlier this week, Premier Brad 

Wall — who, to be fair does have the highest 
salary — gave the most to his party by donat-
ing $3,000. He was followed by Speaker Don 
Toth at $1,710. Mike Chisholm, at $1,261, 
gave the most of any MLA not speaker or in 
cabinet.

On the Opposition benches, MLAs Len 
Taylor and Warren McCall were tied at 
$2,010. The two NDP leaders of 2009 
— Lorne Calvert and Dwain Lingenfelter 
— gave $1,650 and $950, respectively. For-
mer NDP premier Allan Blakeney also kicked 
in $1,100.

But the leaders in the legislature could 
take a cue from former Liberal leader David 
Karwacki, who invested $7,725 in the party 
he led until 2007. Karwacki’s predecessor, 
Jim Melenchuk (who later ended up as an 
NDP cabinet minister) also donated $1,275 to 
the Liberals.

Current Liberal leader Ryan Bater gave 
$263.

On a percentage basis, though, the prize 
may have to go to former Saskatchewan Mari-
juana Party Leader Nathan Holowaty, who 
coughed up $3,713 of the $5,782 his party had 
in total donations.

q q q
The bottom line for the provincial Liberals 

hasn’t been so hot as of late in either dollars, 
people or votes.

Contesting only one of three byelections 
since the 2007 election, the party took less 
than three per cent in Saskatoon Riversdale 
last fall. 

Donations to the party dropped from nearly 
$141,000 in 2008 to about $105,000 in 2009 

And as the party prepared to meet in con-
vention this weekend in Saskatoon, there were 
fewer than a hundred delegates registered on 
Friday morning.

But the youthful Bater said he thought that 
number would go up — along will Liberal 
fortunes, eventually.

Dreams of a party rebound start with regain-
ing a foothold in the legislature, where the 
party hasn’t held a seat since 2003.

To that end, Bater said he spends about  

75 per cent of his time in his home constitu-
ency of The Battlefords, where he plans to run 
again after finishing third in 2007.

He acknowledges there is a price to pay in 
terms of having lower visibility elsewhere.

“That’s why you have to be decisive and 
just stick to it,” he said.

But Bater hopes a focus on classical liberal 
principles of personal liberty and responsibil-
ity and the development of strong policy will 
eventually pay off even if the party is “not 
particularly” growing right now.

“We have an opportunity to explore new 
ideas. We can’t attract new people just based 
on the Liberal name. We can’t just attract 
new people based on the same old message, 
we have to be able to attract people based on 
something that’s going to be new. And the 
only way to achieve that is through policy.”  

q q q
The NDP tried to launch a new phrase into 

the political lexicon this week — “the half-
million dollar scrum club” — in reference to 
high-paid government staffers monitoring the 
goings-on in the rotunda.

The notebook is kind of doubtful the name 
is going to stick (“the $1.99 scrum club” to 
describe the legislative press gallery, however, 
might just catch on).

But the notebook is happy to continue to 
point out the sheer ubiquitousness of political 
hacks and flacks.

The equation from one scrum in the past 
week: One reporter plus one NDP MLA 
plus one government media services officer 
recording the interview plus one government 
caucus staffer recording plus one government 
communications chief monitoring plus one 
government ministerial assistant listening in 
plus one NDP caucus employee recording 
plus one NDP caucus employee listening in.

The final tally? One reporter, seven people 
on the public payroll.

q q q
Government Services Minister Christine 

Tell is the latest Sask. Party MLA to throw her 
hat back in the ring for 2011 — and from an 
enviable position to make the toss.

Tell was renominated Tuesday to run for a 
second term in Regina Wascana Plains, the 
strongest Sask. Party seat of the government’s 
three in the Queen City.

Tell won by nearly 2,400 votes in 2007.
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REGINA — A 24-year-old man from 
France has been charged with posses-
sion and importation of child pornog-
raphy after officers with the Canadian 
Border Services Agency discovered im-
ages of suspected child exploitation in a 
vehicle at the Regway border crossing on 
Wednesday. 

The images were found on a laptop dur-
ing a second examination of the vehicle, 
at which point the Saskatchewan Internet 
Child Exploitation Unit (ICE) was called 
in to continue the investigation. 

It is not known how many images were 
discovered on the laptop or where the 
man had been residing.

According to Lisa White, spokesperson 
for the Canadian Border Services Agen-
cy, the majority of images related to child 
pornography seizures at border crossings 
are found on laptops, memory sticks or 
MP3 players. 

“We are always on the lookout for 
this kind of material,” said White. “If 
there is something that sticks out as out 
of the ordinary, we certainly consider 
referring the person for further exami-
nation.”

Last year, there were 18 child por-
nography seizures at border crossings 
throughout the Prairie provinces; three 
of those were at North Portal and one in 
Regway. Thursday’s incident marks the 
first discovery of child pornography at 
a border crossing in Saskatchewan this 
year. 

Francois Michel Ratel appeared in 
Regina Provincial Court on Thursday 
and was released on numerous con-
ditions. His next court appearance is 
scheduled for May 10. 

The Regway border crossing is located 
approximately 163 kilometres south of 
Regina. 
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